
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 

Date:   Thursday, June 16, 2022 

Time:  1700 – 1730 CEST 

Location:  Alexander II/III, H4 Hotel Berlin Alexanderplatz  

Chair:  Quazi Haque – President IAFMHS 

 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. President’s Report  

● Quazi Haque thanked the attendees for attending the conference and 

noted its success. He reported the conference had over 300 attendees, 

which would help the conference financially break even.  

● Quazi Haque provided updates from the AB/BOD meeting earlier that 

week about setting up a new social media committee and coordinator, 

Lara Schwarz. 

● Quazi Haque reported Robert Leark is not in attendance at the meeting 

but updated briefly that the Association’s finances are in good order. A 

full financial accounting of the conference will be conducted over the 

next few months and be reviewed at the next BOD meeting.  

● Quazi Haque noted the inaugural Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion SIG 

meeting was held that day, as were the Forensic Mental Health 

Nursing and the Service Develop, Organization, Strategy, and Policy 

SIGs. He encouraged members with special interests to seek out these 

SIGs.  



● Quazi Haque opened the floor to members for feedback. Peter Braun 

commented that there had been more diversity in presentation and 

more focused on client-centred care over the years, which he 

appreciated and thinks is the right direction for the Association to 

continue growing in. Stoyka Meyer noted the SIG meetings were 

hosted at the same time as the breakout sessions, which meant 

members had to choose between them, and asked if the SIG meetings 

could be hosted at a separate time.  

● Quazi Haque reported the newsletter continues to present a great 

resource and is sent out quarterly to members. The newsletter 

welcomes submissions from members.  

3. Journal Report 

● Michael Daffern updated that the journal is doing well and thanked the 

various associate editors (AEs) and editorial assistant, Riley Luke. 

Michael Daffern updated that they had refreshed the editorial board 

and requested the board to make a commitment to review six 

manuscripts each year.  

● Michael Daffern reported they received about 20 submissions thus far 

for the special issue on EDI that is being overseen by Alicia Nijdam-

Jones and are expecting more to come in over the next few months. As 

such, the journal is requesting for more reviewers to help with these 

submissions. Interested members should reach out to the journal 

editors.  

● Michael Daffern reviewed the submission trends and  noted that, 

although there was a drop in submissions in the past six months, the 

journal has been receiving more submissions now than ever.  

● Michael Daffern reported there has not been any major change in 

terms of the geographical locations of submissions, although he did 



note the number of submissions from the UK were lower this year 

compared to previous years. He shared that Alicia Nijdam-Jones is 

reviewing how the journal performs in terms of EDI issues and 

whether it is truly an international journal in terms of where 

submissions are received and accepted. 

● Alicia Nijdam-Jones presented the results of the  Diversity in the 

Journal Project. She reviewed the first authors were primarily from 

Europe and North America and only  4% were from developing 

nations.  

● Tonia Nicholls asked if there are any comparables from other journals 

that could be used as a benchmark, to which Alicia Nijdam-Jones 

noted she is not aware of any and will reach out to other journals to see 

if they have done something similar.  

4. Student Board Report  

● Israa Altwaijri acknowledged and thanked the work of the student 

volunteers for helping organize and support the conference.  

● Israa Altwaijri announced the winners of the Student Awards: Sanam 

Monjazeb, Winner of the Presentation Award; Jordan Cochrane, 

Winner of the Poster Presentation Award; and Natasha Usenko and 

Zhi Xiang On, Winners of the Travel Awards.  

5. 2023 Sydney Conference 

● Kimberlie Dean, chair of Forensic Mental Health in UNSW, did a 

short presentation on Sydney and invited members to the 2023 

conference. The conferences will be hosted at the International 

Convention Centre Darling Harbour on June 20-22, 2023.  

6. Next Meeting; June 2023, Sydney, Austratlia 

 

 


